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Dr. Brooks arrtved a t  Sapporo i n  January, 1878, t o  

join Dr. Clark t o  establish $he Sapporo Agricultural School, 

Immediatalg a f t e r  a r r i v a l ,  h e  began to d e l i v e r  lectures o I 
5-* 

.I 
agPicultura1 sciences and s l s o  took chapga of t h e  i l i r ec to r -  

ship  o f  t h e  axper imental  f Felds knd tlencef o r t h  f o r  twelve  I 

of early s tuden t s  a t  Sapporo and also made, at the.same t i n e ,  

a g r e a t  numb& of c o n t r i b u t  Ions i n  explor ing  Hokkaido Island 

1 se an a g r l c u l f a r a l  adv ias r  f o r  t h e  Sapporo Provinaial  g o v e ~ w  , . 

- --- 

%m. L a t e ~  on J u l y  1 5 t A ,  1920, t h e  #inist*r OF "ducation con- 

f e r r e d  on h i m  t he  degree  of Doctor of ~ g r i c u l k u r e  upon recom- 

mendation of  t h e  Socie ty  of Doctors o f  A&ricul ture .  

Dr. William Penn Brooks was born i n  Novornber, 1851, a t  

S. Zci tua te ,  Massachusetts. H i s  f a t h e r  was Rathan ie l  Brooka 

and mother Rebecca P a r t r i d g e  ( ~ u s h i n g ) .  He en te red  Massachu- 

s e t t s  S t a t e  College of Agr icu l ture  i n  1871 and graduated i n  

1875 w i t h  a h i g h e s t  honor In t he  f i f t h  c l a s s  t o  graduate. 

I n  h i s  undergraduate years, he was allowed t o  j o i n  i n  D r .  

Clark's famous experiments on plant  physiology and engawd i n  

the s t u d i e s  oh f l u i d  excretion of about forty different kinds 

~w or t ~ e e a .  H i s  s t u d i e s  on t h i s  t o p i c  were described by D r .  C la rk  



i n  h i s  " ~ b s e ~ v a t i o n s  on t h e  Phenomenon of P l a n t  ~ i f e "  and 

from t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  we find t h a t  D r .  Brooks was unusua l ly  

t a l e n t e d  i n  obse rva t ion  and experiment a l r e a d y  i n  h i s  student 

days. He,  a l s o ,  possessed a conspicuous power t o  c o n t r o l  a 

social group a s  we see i n  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  es tab l i shment  

of the Phi  Sigma Kappa f r a t e r n i t y .  

He remained i n  t h e  school  as a g radua t e  s tuden t  t o  

s tudy  mainly chemist ry  and botany,  bu t  soon accepted an in -  

v i t a t i o n  of  the Japanese government and came t o  Sapporo. 

A s  an i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Sapporo, he took charge of t h e  

most impor tan t  s u b j e c t s .  Teaching was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e o r i e s  

and p r a c t i c e  and he endeavored t o  make t h e  lectures on the  

theories as easy and p ~ e c i s e  am poes ib l e .  For p r a c t i c e  he 

2 gave f i e l d  work f o r  six hours  a week and, upon h i s  insistence, 

each  s t u d e n t  was p a i d  five c e n t s  pe r  hour.  The r ea son  of  h i s  
- --- - - 

insistenea saa t o  make every s tuden t  unders tand t h a t  a r - 6 ~ 8 d  

s h o u l d  be made on ly  f o r  a corresponding smount of  labor. Ap- 

p ~ ~ e n t l y ,  he in tended  t o  t e a c h  t h e  c o r r e c t  value of money. 

Upon his advice ,  t h e  f i r s t  t r i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  exposi -  

t i o n  was he ld  on t h e  1 5 t h  and. 16 th  o f  O c t o b e ~ ,  1878, a t  t h e  

W. 3rd .  and Main S t .  i n  Sapporo, and it w a s  a g r e a t  success ,  

The g r e a t e s t  par.t of t h e  exper imenta l  field of t h e  

school  ( t h e  area extending f r o a  N o  8 t h  S t .  t o  N.  15th S t .  and 

from W. l a t  t o  W .  6th ~t . )  w a s  a marshy lowland and ~ e q u i r e d  

dra inage .  So D r .  Brooks imported from America in 1879 a 

machine t o  produce d ~ a i n a g e  p i p e s  and improved t h e  land i n  a 

few yeare .  



A t  lbcut the w t h ~  h& obtain& Minneeota early  a a b e ~  

augrrr cane saada, and  a f t a ~  t r ia l  ~ u I * i r e t i m r  he found t h a t  

they grew very w e l l  In Sapporo and i t 8  ri01nZCy. A success i n  
- I 

raising augmr c&m %b Dr.  H~ookm t o  inpork the  necessary 

maehinaa t o  manufactare sugar snd m a p  i n  a l a rge  sca le .  He 

sucaeeded i n  getting qualitatt~sl~ very good products,  but soon 

he had t o  abandon the whole plant ,  f b r  r e c e i p t s  and expenditures  

d id  not bulancs. 

A a  the ~ e a u l t  of l;M Crlml cultivat~ont of vnriaur re&- 

etablar, Dr. mooke found that t he  ~ a i o n  r a g  best liti;md to the 

cblmate and *a11 n ~ o a a d  Sapporo, and hence eaoacrfySeU farmre 

to r a i s e  it oa mm large r u ~ a l e  a s  gowaible. Today 3appom i r  

i t e  name t o  Dr. Broaka. 

After  Prof.  D. P. Penhallowls r e t u r n  t o  h i s  country in - -- - -  - . - - 
-c - -. 

A- 6 !&a 'w.-m~ and add.& . 
the P s c t u r a a  on botany to h i e  echednla. 

In  about 1984, he began lectures on plant  pat.hologf &a' 

a p a r t  of  the a p l c m l t u r ~ l  aeiancea. 

In 1882, h& retuned t o  Amrlcr on hia private  vacat ion  

and marriel Hies  Eva Bancrof t 'Ha l l ,  and soon came back 60 3apporo 

with Mro. Brooks. Then, f o r  seven years ,  they stayed i n  hpporo,  

and two ch i ld ren  were bcrn .  The daughter was c a l l e d  Rachel Ban- 

c r o f t ,  and she married M r .  George Drew i n  1907. The son was 

naaed Sumner Cushing. He received t h e  Ph.D. i n  p lan t  physiology 

under Professor  Osterhaut a t  Harvard; . then  served as an engineer 

i n  the Bureau of S a n i t a t i o n  i n  ! ~ a s h i n ~ t o n ,  D o  C. f o r  about seven 



yea r s ,  and finally became a professor  of zoology a t  t h e  Univer- 

s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1927. mile he was at Harvard, he married 
0 

Miss Matilda I\!al?enhauer, who w a s  i n  the  same department. Since 

t h e i r  marriage both D r .  and Mrs. Brooks have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

physiology of t h e  c e l l  and have publ ished numerous papers  on 

various s u b j e c t s  of t h e  f i e l d .  

when h i s  c o n t r a c t  wi th  t h e  Japanese government expired.  I n  Jan- 

uary of the  next year  (1889) he was appointed professor  of ag- 

r i c u l t u r e  a t  ? lassachuset t& S t a t e  College of Agr icu l ture  and a t  

t h e  same time he began t o  serve  a s  an engineer  of t h e  Massachus- 

e t t s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experimental  S ta t ion .  I n  August, 1896, whi le  - -- 
r 

h6 '@is i n  t h e s e  positions, he went t o  Germany with the family 

and s tud ied  a t  Ha l l e  f o r  one year and rece ived  a doctor13 degree. 

Af te r  h i s  r e t u r n  from Germany, D r .  Brooks became more Tnterested 
t x  

in an experimental ente~prlae %Ban .$he aduoatian a t x e  c o l l e g e .  

In  1906 he became t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  s t a t f o n  and remined con- 
-m 

nected  wi th  t h e  co l l ege  only a s  a l e c t u r e r .  In 1918 he suf-  

f'ered from a severe nervous d e b i l i t y  and retired from a l l  the 

poa i t iona .  He soon recovared completely. U n t i l  1921 when he 

became seventy yea r s  of age he w s s  an adv i se r  of the  s t a t i o n .  

In 1924 M r s .  Brooks passed away and it wa.s a g r e a t  shock 

t o  D r .  Brooka. Mrs. Brooks w a g  a talented and g r a c e f u l  l a d y  

and while  she w a s  i n  Sapporo she w a s  paid '  r e s p e c t  by every 

person who knew her .  'Ikroughout her l i f e  after she l e f t  Japan, 

she alwaye loved Japan and the Japanese.  

Af te r '  a  few l o n e l y  y e a r s ,  i n  1927, D r .  Brooks marpice 



Mrs. Grace L. Holden. He was t h e n  seven ty-s ix .  

A f t e r  he r e t i r e d  from a l l  pos i t i o r&  he had become 

s o l e l y  engaged i n  t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a t  h i s  own home i n  Amherst. 

I n  t h e  l e t t e r  da t ed  on Scotember 23, 1930, he -:(rote a s  f o l l ows :  

" I  *vrls born  i n  November, 18.51, :ind t o  my ~ l e n s u r e  I am 

s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  good h e z l t h .  I cRn s t i l l  d r i v e  t h e  automobi le  

myself and do a l l  the work i n  my garden.  Nothtng g i v e s  me 

more p l e a s u r e  t h a n  c u i t i v g t i n g  v e g e t a b l e s ,  f r u i t - t r e e s ,  and -3T- 
f l o v ~ e r i n g  p l a n t s  and i t  i s  t .h is  work t h a t  i s  keep ing  me i n  

such sound h e a l t h .  Norm I4ave twenty  odd k inds  of hyb r id  t e a  

r o s e s  and t h e y  have been i n  blossom s i n c e  t h e  middle of Jun-e." 

A t  t h e  s i x ty - s econd  commencement of h i s  Alma Mater i n  

1932, D r .  Brooks r a c e i v e d  t h e  nora ry  degree  of Doctop of 

- 
A g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  t h e  many b r i l l i a n t  con t r ib iz t ions  he ha:: made 

i n  h i s  long  p a s t .  

A t  t h e  age of e i g h t y - f o u r ,  D r *  Brooks took  a t r i p  

by p l ane  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  v i s i t  h i s  son.  Th i s  shows us  how 

s t r o n g  h e  -r;as s t i l l  a t  t h a t  o ld  age .  

Though t h e  d e t a i l s  a r e  no t  l .esrned y e t ,  F t  w c i s  hea rd  

t h a t  t h e  cause  of h i s  d-eath tvqs a bruise he ha(? g o t t e n  when he 

f e l l  down a c c i d e n t a l l y .  He passed on March 8 ,  l a s t  y e r r ,  a t  

t h e  age o f  e i gh ty - s even .  H i s  p a s s ing  i s  d e e p l y  lamented by a l l  

h i s  s  tuden. ts  and 0ther .s  l ~ h o  kne:v him p e r s o n a l l y  and o the rwise .  

H i s  con ' c r ibu t ions  t o  t l g r i c u l t u r e  n a v e  been pub l i shed  

mainly  a s  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  s choo l s ,  t h e  expe r imen t a l  s t a -  

t i o n s ,  ~ ' m  s t a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  depar tment ,  and t h e  s o c i e t i e s  
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t o  which he ha.6 Been connected. The, amount of publications 
* 

. 8 

is v o l ~ l n o u s ;  Beside the papers, he a l s o  publ i shed in 1901.: ' . '  - r;; '. . *. , 

a testbook in three volumes entitled H ~ g r i c u l t u r e "  and a col- 
II 

l e c t i o n  of h i s  l e c t u r e s  under t he  title of Science am Applied 
% 
, A:; 

t o  ~ g r  i c u l t u r e .  * 

Dr. William Penn Brooks was a very earneek and kind 

patlernan. ' Dr, and Mrs. Brooks always received warmly the old 

graduates of Sapporo when they visfted the i r  home n t  Amherst. 

A l l  through his life he wished f o r  our w e l f a r e  and the p-fos- 

perity of the Sapporo School .  I. 


