THE CRISIS

MIXED SCHOOLS

anticipate agitation looking
towards the establxshment of
separate High Schools in In-
dianapolis. In order to dis-
cuss the matter intelligently,
we are asking you to be so kind as to give
us the benefit of your observation, experi-
ence and judgment.”

The theory of the public schoel is-
that it should be the foundation of
the democracy of the land. To sep-
arate children usually means their
virtual separation through life. This
means misunderstanding, friction,
group, class and racial hatred. So
far then as possible we should strive
in every way to keep the public
schools open to all citizens, white and
black, Jew and Gentile, rich and poor,
native and foreign.

In some parts of the land, however,
and in some cases, racial feeling is
so strong that it would be impossible
to carry on schools of this sort. But
the community suffers from this and
must, if it will keep down riot and
race hatred, substitute other bonds of
social sympathy to take the place of
public school common training.

«In a few cities it has been found
possible while maintaining separate
graded schools to have common high
schools.

In these cities, above all others in

_the United States, there is the great-
- est opportumty for real national serv-
ice. If it is #mpossible for children
of high school age to work together
at common knowledge and human
training for four years, then it is
impossible for white and ‘colored peo-
ple to live together in the United
States and for different races to live
together in the world. The test of
the possibility of democracy lies in
a certain very real sense in the mixed
high schools of Indianapolis.




