THE BLACK MAN IN THE REVOLUTION OF 1914-1918

usual ceremony by one of the glorious fig-
ures in our Colonial history, General Arch-
inard, who ranks among the most active
spirite in our penetration into Africa. The
grandeur of the symbolic accolade, which
will be given by General Archinard to Bak-
hane Diop, son of one of our most unyield-
ing adversaries, will assuredly be one of the
extremely stirring features in this celebra-
tion which is tendered by glorious France.”*
1I
AMERICA did not win the war by her
fighting only. Her fighting both of
colored and white troops covered less than
a year of a four
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the Fifteenth New York, the Separate Bat-
talions of Maryland, the District of Colum-
bia, and Ohio, Company L of the Sixth Mas-
sachusetts and others. It was an aggrega-
tion nobody wanted. It could not under the
draft law go with its state units, or, at
least, the law was so interpreted. A whole
division was planned to include Colonel
Young—but dark forces intervened. Yet
these units were ready for work, they were
eager, and they were sent to the French
and have become known as the 369th, 870th,
371st and 372d Regiments of the Ninety-
third Division. Their black officers were

transferred and

years’ war. Amer-
ica’s great contribu-
tion was her prepa-
rations which fright-
ened Germany; and
her sailors, engi-
neers and laborers
who made food and
material available.
Among these the
black stevedores
have won a world
record. They have
been the best work-
ers in France, as is
acknowledged by
- everybody, and their
efficiency has been
‘due in part to no
small numbers of
* colored officers and
under-officers and to
colored Y. M. C. A.

‘Ligue Coloniale Francaise

¥

En l’honneur

des Troupes Indigénes
venues combattre

en France

changed consid-
erably, but they
went into battle
practically with a
complete roster of
black officers except
Colonels, a few Maj-
ors and several Cap-
tains. But most of
the officers were
black—for instance,
the old Eighth Ilii-
nois, even after Col-
onel Dennison left,
had a colored Lieu-
tenant-Colonel,” two
“colored Majors,
nineteen colored
Captains and nine-
ty-eight colored
First and Second
Lieutenants. Col-
onel Hayward, of

workers.

But America did some fighting and the
most critical time of America’s fighting was
in the terrible days of last fall when the
" exhausted French had to have re-inforce-
ments or yield. It was here that among
the first units sent to aid was the Ninety-
third Division. The Ninety-third was not a
division. It consisted of the Eighth Illinois,

?La Croix de Chevalier de la Légion d’honneut
gagnée au front par un de ces chefs: M. Bakhane
Diop lui sera remise avec tout le cérémonial accoutumé
Par une des gloires de notre histoire coloniale: M. le
Général Archinard. un des artisans-les plus célébres
de notre pémétration en Afrique. La grandeur du
symbole ‘de I'accolade que donnera le Général
Archinard A Bakhane Diop, fils d’un de nos plus
irréductibles adversaires, sera certainement une des
Plus émouvantes parties de cette féte de la plus
trande France,

/
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the old New York
Fifteenth, succeeded in removing a larger
proportion of his colored officers.

So at the most critical period of the Amer-
ican participation in the war these men
went into action.

What was the result?

The colored Lieutenant-Colonel of the
370th, a colored Major, eight colored Cap-
tains, seventeen colored : Lieutenants, eight
colored under-officers and twenty-six colored
privates received the Croix de Guerre in
November.

¢ FRENCH COLONIAL LEAGUE

In Honor of the Native Troops Who Came to Fight
for France
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On November 11, General Vincenden, the
FFrench Commanding Officer, said of the
370th: “Fired by o noble ardor, they go at
times even beyond the objectives given them
by the higher command; they have always
wished to be in the front line”” The final
order of General Vincenden, December 9,
said: “In the name of France, I thank you.”
He mentioned the “hard and brilliant bat-
tles of Chavigny, Leury and the Bois de
Beaumont.” He commends their “fine ap-
pearance under arms” like “silk unrolling
in wavy folds.” F.e especially mentions the
exploits of threec battalions (two with all
colored officers and one with a white Cap-
tain) at Val St. Pierre, Aubenton and
Logny, where the colored licutenant-Colonel
distinguished himself. “You have given us
of your best and you have given it out of
the fullness of your hearts. The blood of
your comrades who fell on the soil of France,
mired with the blood of our soldiers, renders
indissoluble the bonds of affection that unite
us. We have, besides, the pride of having
worked together at a magnificent task and
the pride of bearing on our foreheads.the
ray of a common grandeur. A last time—
Au Revoir!”

The 371st and 372d Infantries were brig-
aded with the 157th French Division under

ienceral Goybet. On the occasion of their
leaving, December 1'3, the General in Order
No. 245 said:

“For seven months we have lived as broth-
ers-at-arms, partiking of the same activ-
ities, sharing the same hardships and the
same dangers. Side by side we took part in
the great Champegne Battle, which was to
be crowned by a tremendous victory. Never
will the 157th Division forget the indomita-
ble dash, the heroic rush of the American
(Negro) regiments up the observatory ridge
and into the Plain of Monthois. The most
powerful defenses, the most strongly organ-
2zed machine gun mests, the heaviest artil-
lery barrages—nothing could stop them.
These crack regiments overcame every ob-
stacle with a most complete contempt for
danger. Through their steady devotion the
Red Hand Division (157th French) for nine
whole days’ of severe struggle was con~
stantly leading the way for the victorious
advance of the Fourth Army. Officers, non-
commissioned officers and men, I respectfully
salute our glorious comrades who have fallen,

and I bow to your colors—side by side with
this—the flag of the 333d Regiment of In-
Jantry (French). They have shown us the
way to victory. Dear Friends from Amer-
ica, when you reach the other side of the
ocean, do not forget the Red Hand Division.
Our brotherhood has been cemented in the
blood of the brave, and such honds will never
be destroyed.”

The Distinguished Service Cross was
given, December 16, to four colored of-
ficers, five colored privates and one colored
corporal, of the 872d Regiment.” On De-
cember 13, the following honors were given
the 371st and 372d, Croix de Guerre to two
colored corporals and to two colored pri-
vates. There were also seventy other cita-
tions.

On October 7, General Garnier Duplossis,
of the Ninth French Army Corps “salutes
the brave American (Negro) regiments
who have rivalled in intrepidity their French
comrades.”

On October 8, General Goybet (General
Order 234) in submitting the above trans-
mits “from the bottom of the heart of a
chief and soldier the expression of the grat-
itude for the glory which you have sent to
our good 157th Diviston.” The same day
Colonel Quillet notes their “finest qualities
of bravery and daring’’ in an order to the
372d Regiment. On the battlefield, October
1, General Goybet said: “You must be proud
of the courage of youn officers and men and
I consider it an honor to have them wunder
my command.” The 372d Regiment was
cited as a whole for bravery and four Mé-
dailles Militaires and four Croix de Guerre
were given. Similar words of farewell as
went to the 370th Regiment were sent to
this regiment.

So much for the soldiers brigaded w1th
the French, to whom will be added later
the equally fine record of the 369th (Fif-
teenth New York). In fine, the universal
testimony of the French army is that black
officers and men did extraordinarily well.

Thus much for the Ninety-third Division.

The Ninety-second Division went through
hell. It was torn and shaken in morale,
seriously so by General Ballou’s apparent
anxiety to preserve a “Jim-Crow” régime
for his officers and by the determination of
men like Colonel Moss not to insist on re-
spect to his colored officers. The Division

[ e
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seethed with bitterness and discontent, but
it stuck to its work.

111

EANTIME, anti-Negro prejudice was
rampant in the American army and
the officers particularly were subjected to
all sorts of disecrimination. Scandalous
tales were spread in French towns and vil-
lages; some villages were posted “Niggers
keep out!” Incidents like this continually
recurred. A Dblack chaplain with the rank
of a Licutenant reported for duty with col-
ored stevedore regiments at Bordeaux. All
the officers were white. He presented him-
self at the officers’ mess and was refused
admission. He asked for meals in his room.
That was contrary to regulations. He tried
the non-commissioned officers’ mess. lle
was refused here because he was an officer.
He asked them to send him meals. They
rvefused. He tried to eat with the privates.
Again regulations intervened. After a day
of hunger and insult he was finally ac-
commodnted with a side table for himself

in the officers’ mess-room.

In the fighting units not one-third of the
white soldiers saluted colored officers; they
were refused at officers’ clubs and in sev-
eral cases openly disparaged before their
men. In hospitals they were often refused
admittanee to officers’ quarters and placed
with the privates. Gossip disparaging to
the black officers filled the whole American
army and clashes of white and colored so’
diers ended in blood-shed in a number of
eases,

On top of this came subtle German pro-
paganda.

The following was dropped from a Ger-
man balloon, September 3, 1918, near St.-
Di¢ and Raon-UEtape:

TO THE COLORED SOLDIERS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMY
Hello, boys, what are yon doing over here?

Fighting the Germans? Why? Have they

erer done you any harm? Of course some

white folks and the lying English-American
papers told you that the Germans ought
to be wiped out for the sake of humanity
and demoeracy. What is democracy? Per-
somal freedom, all citizens enjoying the
same rights gocially and before the law.

Do you enjoy the same rights as the white

people do in America, the land of freedom
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and democracy, or are you mnot rather
treated over there as second-cluss cilizens?
Can you go inlv a restaurant where white
people dine? Can you get a geat in the
theatre where white people sit? Can you
get a seat or a berth in the railroad car,
or can yon cven ride in the South in the
same slreet car with white people? And
how about the law? Is lynching and the
most Jorrible crimes connected therewith, a
lawful proceeding in a democratic country?
Now, all this i entirely different in Ger-
many, where they do like colored people,
where they treat them as gentlemen and
as white men and quite a number of col-
ored people have fine positions in business
in Berlin and other German cities. Why,
then, fight the Germans only for the benefit
of the Wall Street robbers and to protect
the millions they Lave loaned to the English,
French and Italians? Yon have been made
the tool of the egotistic and rapacious rich
in England and America and there is noth-
ing in the whole game for you but broken
bones, horrible wounds, spoiled health or
death. No salisfaction whatever will you
get out of this unjust war. You have never
seen Germany. So you are fools if you
allow people to make you hate us. Come
over and see for yourself. Let those do
the fighting who make the profit out of
this war. Don't allow them to use you as
connon-fodder. To carry a gun in this service
i not an honor, but a shame. -Throw it
away and come over to the German lines.
You will find friends who will help you
along.
v
HE black men never wavered.
Why?

Because side by side with this treat-
ment on the part of their own countrymen
came the courtesy, the kindness and the
utter lack of prejudice among the French.
The black soldiers by their sweet-tempered
consideration gained friends everywhere.
They saw the wretched suffering of the
French and they toiled and fought willingly
for them. French officers and civilians of
high social position vied with each other
in doing all they could to show considera-
tion. A Negro officer entered a café. The
American white officers resented his seat
at their table and started to rise—the
French officers at a neighboring table very
quietly and courteously nodded to the land-
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lady and the black officer found u welcome
seat with them.

Severa! high white southern oflicers of
General Ballou's staff blocked nearly every-
thing that would help or encourage the
black men—the Chief of Staff repeatedly re-
fused permissions to the photographers,
with the result that the Division has al-
most no photographic record of its work.

But it did work and fight.

The single colored artillery brigade, 167th
Field Artillery, had a General from Mas-
sachusetts, Sherburne, who believed in them.
He said in General Order 11 that he de-
sired “to record his uppreciation of the high
qualities displuyed by officers und men dur-
ing the recent operations in this sector.
They have been zeulous soldiers and skil-
ful artillerymen. Their recompense lies
in their knowledge of work well done and
in the commendation of those well qualified
to speak. By day and wight, often under
a hail of shrapmel, often through clouds
of deadly gas, they have marched and
fought, dragged their guns sometimes by
hand into the line, kept open their lines of
communication and brought up their sup-
plies always with a cheerfulness that earned
them the admiration of all.”

The Division was repeatedly under fire.
It went forward in the last great drive
and was preparing to take part in the gre
assault on Metz when the armistice came.

In one instance alone has the white sol-
dier been able even to disparage the actual
work of colored troops. In that case a bat-
talion of the 368th Regiment was put in ag
support and, quite contrary to plan, was sud-
denly rushed forward as storm troops with-
. out equipment. Caught between the two

barrages they fell back, contrary to orders,

= but another battalion of colored men re-
= lieved them and went forward. Where was
¢ the fault? The white officer, found skulk-

ALSTON

LITTLE boy, lost in his childish play,
Mid the deep’ning shades of the fad-
ing day,

A

Fancied the warrior he would be;

He scattered his foes with his wooden
sword
‘And put to flight a mighty horde—

‘Ere he crept to his daddy’s knee.

WOUNDED AMERICAN NEGRO SOLDIER IN
PARIS

ing in the rear, said it was the cowardice
of Negro oflicers.

So the word to acknowledge the Negro
stevedore and the fighting black private has
gone forth, but the American army is go-
ing to return to America determined to dis-
parage the black officer and eliminate him
from the army despite his record. And the
black officer and private? They return at
once bifter and exalted! They will not
submit to American caste and they will ever
love France!

THE BRAVE SON

W. BURLEIGH

A soldier crawled o'er the death-strewn
plain,

And he uttered the name of his love, in
vain,

As he stumbled over the crest;

He fought with the fierceness of dark de-
spair

And drove the cowering foe to his lair—

Ere he crept to his Father’s breast.



