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'Ligue Coloniale Francaise 

%4!! 

En l'honneur 

des Troupes Indigknes 

venues combattre 

en France 

wrwcl ceremony by one of the glorious fig- the Fifteenth New York, the Separate Bat- 
ures in our Colonial history, General Arch- talions of Maryland, the District of Colum- 
inard, who ranks among the most active bia, and Ohio, Company L of the Sixth Mas- 
spirits in our penetration into Africa. The sachusetts and others. It was an aggrega- 
grandeur of the symbolic accolade, which tion nobody wanted. It could not under the 
will be g ivm by Gensral Archinard to Bak- draft law go with its state units, or, a t  
hane Diop, son of one of our most unyisld- least, the law was so interpreted. A whole 
ing adversaries, will assuredly be one of the division was planned to include Colonel 
extremely stirring features in this celebra- Young-but dark forces intervened. Yet 
tion which is terr&ered by glorious France." ' these units were ready for work, they were 

I1 eager, and they were sent to the French 
MERICA did not win the war by her and have become known as the 369th, 370th, A fighting only. Her fighting both of 371st and 372d Regiment. of the Ninety- 

colored and white troops covered less than third Division. Their black officers were 
a year of a four 
years' war. Amer- 
ica's great contribu- 
tion was her prepa- 
rations which fright- 
ened Germany; and 
her s a i l o r s ,  engi- 
neers and laborers 
who made food and 
m a t e r i a l  available. 
A m o n g these the 
black s tevedores  
have won a world 
record. They have 

I been the best work- 
ers in France, as is 

< acknowledged by 
' everybody, and their 

eficiency has been 
% due in part to no 

s m a l l  numbers of 
colored officers and 

t r a n s f e r r e d  a n d  
c h a n g e d  consid- 
e r a b l y ,  but they 
went into b a t t l e  
practically w i t h a 
complete roster of 
black officers except 
Colonels, a few Maj- 
ors and several Cap- 
tains. But most of 
t h e  officers w e r e  
black-f or instance, 
the old Eighth Illi- 
nois, even after Col- 
onel Dennis03 left, 
had a colored Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, two 

' c o l o r e d  Majors ,  
nineteen c o 1 o r e  d 
Captains and nine- 
ty-eight c o l o r e d  
First a n d  Second 

under-officers and to Lieutenants. C o 1 - 
colored Y. M. C. A. o n e  1 Hayward, of 

the old New York 
But America did some fighting and the Fifteenth, succeeded in removing a larger 

most critical time of America's fighting was proportion of his colored officers. 
in the terrible days of last fall when the So a t  the most critical period of the Amer- 
' exhausted French had to have re-inforce- ican participation in the war these men 

t was here that among went into action. 
units sent to aid was the Ninety- What was the result? 

third Division. The Ninety-third was not a 
The colored Lieutenant-Colonel of the division. It consisted of the Eighth Illinois, 

a colored Major, eight colored Cap- 
tains, seventeen colored .Lieutenants, eight 

er-officers and twentp-six colored 
ceived the C r h  ds Guerre in 
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On November 11, General Vincenden, the 
French Commanding Officer, said of the 
370th: "Fired b7j a noble ardor, they go a t  
t in~es  even beyond the objectives given them 
by the higher command; they have always 
wished to  be in the front line." The final 
order of General Vincenden, December 9, 
said: " I n  the name of France, I tlm& you." 
He ~ e n t i o n e d  the "hard und brilliant bat- 
tles of Chavigny, IIeuqj and the nois ak 
~eaumont." He commends their "jine up- 
pearance under arms" like "silk unrollhg 
in wavy folds." Ee especially mentions the 
exploits of three battalions (two with all 
colored officers and one with a white Cap- 
tain) at Val St. Pierre, Aubenton and 
Ilogny, where the colored Ideutcnant-Colonel 
distinguished himself. "You have given wr 
of your liest and you hawe given it out of 
the f~~l lncxs  of your hearts. The blood of 
your colrrrades who fell on the soil of France, 
?tiized with tlb6 blood of our so~dkrs ,  renders 
inrlixsoluble the honds of aflectwn tlmt unite 
7rx. W e  Icave, besides, tire pride of having 
umrked tugether a t  a magnifient task a d  
t l u  pride of  bearing on our forehaads the 
ray  of a cowcmon grandeur. A last t i m e  
A u  Revoir!" 

The R7lst and 372d Infantries were brig- 
aded with the 157th French 1)ivision under 
(;enera1 Goybet. On the occasion of their 
leaving, 1)ecember 15, the General in Order 
No. 245 said: 

"For seven ~ n n n t l ~ s  we have lived as broth- 
ers-at-ams, pa.rtaEn.g of th.e same aetiv- 
ities, ~I tnr i?~g t1t.e XanM lmrdnhi~a and the 
same dangers. Side by side we took part in 
th.e great Champagn,e Battle, which was to 
Be crowned 0y  a tremendolrx victmj.  Never 
quill the 157th Di?ri.~ion. forget the indontita- 
I)lc dash., the her& m4xK of the American 
(Negro) regiments 71p the observa tm~  ridge 
and into t l t ~  Plain of M o n f l h .  The most 
7rnwerf7~1 defenses, tire most strongly organ- 
Ced mach,ine (17rn nests, t l ~ e  lrea~iert artil- 
lerg 1)arrages-n0th.in.g codd stop them. 
Th,ese crack regiments owercame eeeqj ob- 
stacle ?UL'tk a molt  complete contempt for 
danger: Through their steady devotion the 
Red Hand Division (157th French,) for nks 
?r)h,ola days' of seocre struggle was con- 
stantly leading tlm wa?j for t11.e victorious 
advance of tha Fourth Arm.y. Oficers, non- 
emmbsioned ofleers an.d men, I respectfulljJ 
salute our gloriow comrades who have fallen, 
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and I bow to your colors--sids by side with 
t&-the flag of the dJ3d Regiment of In- 
fantry (French). Th,ey have ehown ux the 
way to victory. Dear PriSnda from Amer- 
ica, when you reach the other side of the 
ocean, do not forget the Red Hand Division. , 
Our 1)~-otherhood has been cemented in the 
blood of the brave, and such Ijondx will never 
be destroyed!' 

The Distinguished Service Cross was 
given, December 16, to four colored of- 
ficers, five colored privates and one colored 
corporal, of the 372d Regiment. ' On 1)e- 
cember 13, the following honors were given 
the 371st and 372d, Cr& de Guerre to two 
colored corporals and to two colored pri- 
vates. There were also seventy other cita- 
tions. 

On October 7, General Garnier Duplossis, 
of the Ninth French Army Corps "saluter 
the brave American (Negro) regiments 
who have rivalled in intrepidity the+ French 
cmnrades." 

On October 8, General Goybet (General 
Order 234) in submitting the above trans- 
mits "from the bottom of the heart of a 
chief and soldier the ezyreasion of the graf-  
itude for th,e glory which you have sent to 
o w  good 1.57th Divisim" The same day 
Colonel Quillet notes their "finest qualities 
of bmnery and daring" in  an order to  tho 
372d Regiment. On the battlefield, October 
1, General Goybet said: "You must be proud 
of the co7rrags of you4 ofl'cers and men and 
1 consider i t  a n  honor to have them under 
m y  command." The 372d Regiment was 
cited a s  a whole for bravery and four Mk- 
dailles MiEtaires and four Cr& de Cherrc 
were given. Similar words of farewell a s  ' 
went to the 370th Regiment were sent to 
this regiment. 

So much for the soldiers brigaded with 
the French, to whom will be added later 
the equally fine record of the 369th (Fif- 
teenth New York). In fine, the universal 
testimony of the French army is  that  black 
officers and men did extraordinarily well. 

Thus much for the Ninety-third Division. 
The Ninety-second Division went through 

hell. It was torn and shaken in  morale, 
seriously so by General Ballou's apparent 
anxiety to preserve a "Jim-Crow" dg ime  
for his officers and by the determination of 
men like Colonel Moss not to insist on re- 
spect to his colored officers. The Division 



THE CRISIS 

seethod with bitterness and discontent, but 
i t  stuck to its work. 

I11 
EANTIME, c~nti-Negro prejudice was 

rnn~p:mt in the American nrmy and 
the olticc1.s ~)nrticulnrly were subjected to 
ull sorts of discrimination. Scandalous 
h l e s  wcre spread in French towns and vil- 
lages; some vi l l~gcs  were posted "Niggers 
keep out!" Incitlenh like this continually 
recurred. A blnck chnplnin with the rnnk 
of n Licutennnt reported for  duty with col- 
ored stevedore regin~ents n t  Bordeaux. All 
the officers were white. He presented him- 
self n t  the oliiccrs' mess nntl was refused 
ndmission. H c  nskeJ for me:~ls in his rooni. 
That  was contr:~ry t o  regulntions. IIe tried 
the non-con~missioned oficers' mess. I1 1% 

wns rciused here because he was a n  officer. 
l l e  askcd t h c ~ n  to send him meals. They 
refused. IIe trirtl to cnt with the privates. 
A ~ a i n  regulntions intervened. After  a day 
of hunger ant1 insult hc was finnlly nc- 
rommodnted with n side table for himsclf 
in the oficcrs' mess-room. 

In  the fighting units not one-third of tlic 
white soldiers snluted colored oflicers; they 
wcre refused n t  ofllcers' clubs and in sev- 
eral cases openly disparaged before their 
men. In hospitnls they were often refusctl 
ndmittnncc to oficers' quarters and placed 
with the privates. Gossip disparaging to 
the blnck officers tilled the whole American 
nrmy nnd clashes of white and colored so' 
tlicrs cnded in blood-shed in  a number of 
cases. 

On top of this came subtle German p r o  
pagnndn. 

The fallowinff wns dropped from n Ger- 
ni:ln h:~lloon. Scptomljcr 3. 1918, nrnr St.- 
Dii. :In11 R:~on-1'Etape: 

TO T H E  C01,OREn SOI.DIERS OF 
TJTR U N I T E D  STATES ARMY 
Hello, bo?ls, ?olr.rct n.rc yo?c doing o?~cr here? 

Fi(llr,f.ing the Germnna? Wkg?  1 h v s  tltmj 
r 7 ~ r  dowc ?/o?i. nnp Rnmn.? Of cowrrro a0m.c 
ii~hz'te f ollirr n.n.d t l ~ a  l?fii.g Engrislr.-A7)rcrt:cn7rI 
paperr, told yott tluzt the Gcrmnns oir,qli.t 
to  be wiped mtt fo r  the sake of h.7c.mnnity 
nnd dernaerctq~. W h a t  iR democra.e?j? Per- 
snnn.2 freedom., nll ci fkcna enjoying the 
s n t d  right8 socinlly nn.d before the laic'. 
n o  y m ~  enjoy the anm.e r i ( ~ h t s  as  the white 
people do in A m d a ,  the land of freedom 

m)ld democracy, or w e  uol~ not r u t h  
/~cat.ed over tliere as second-class ritkm? 
(,'an you go 61.10 a restaurant wkere wlcile 
people dine? Can you get a scat in the 
1.lteah.e wkere ivMte people sit? Can you 
get a scat or a berth in tlw railroad car, 
or can ~ o u  even ride in the South in the 
smnc street cur with white people? And 
how nboi~t  the law? Ix l ~ m t ~ i n g  and the 
most I ~ d b l c  crimes co7rttccted tl~erequith, a 
law/ul proceeding bt a democratic country? 
Noru, all t l ~ i s  i s  e )~ t i re lv  different in Ger- 
manv, ?ulwre tAeu do like colored people, 
where tlwy treat tltcm as gen t l emn  and 
as white msn and qltite a nt~rnbcr of col- 
ored people ltave fine positwm ~ I L  b d n e r s  
in Berlin and other Gemtan eitics. ~ h b ,  
then, fight the Gemtam only for  the benefit 
of the Wall Street robbers and to protect 
tltc ?nillions 1 1 ~ y  11.nvc loaned to  the Engliah, 
French and Ilalians? Yo?& have been ntndc 
t h  tool of the egotistic and rapacious rich 
in England and America and there is notli- 
ing in the wlwle game for  uou but broken 
bones, horrible w o u n h ,  spoilod health or 
death. No snl is factbn ivhatcvcr will you 
get om? of  t1~i.q unjust  iunr. YOIL Itavc never 
seen Gcrmnn.~. So  you are fool8 if you 
allow people to make you l a t e  us. Cbms 
over and see for yoi~rself.  1,et those do 
the fighting who make the progt out of 
t h h  war. Don't nllo?u them to uae yo?c as 
cnnnon-fodder. T o  carny a g u ~  i n  this service 
i s  not a n  h o r ,  but a slmme. .Throiu it 
away and corns over to the G e m a n  lines. 
Y o u  will find ffienda who will  help you 
along. 

nr 
HE black men never wavered. T why?  

Recause side by side with this treat- 
ment on the par t  of their own countrymen 
came the courtcay, the kindness and the 
utter lack of prejudice among the French. 
The black soldiers by their sweet-tempered 
consideration gained friends everywhere. 
They saw the wretched suffering of the 
French nnd they toiled and fought willingly 
for them. French officers and civilians of 
high social position victl with each other 
in doing all they could to show considera- 
tion. A Nemo officer entered a caf6. The 
American white officers resented his sent 
:it their tablo and started to rise-the 
French officers a t  a neighboring table very 
quietly and courteausly nodded t o  the land- 



THE BRAVE SON 

lady and the black oficer found u welcome 
seat wit11 them. 

Several high whitc southern ollicerv of 
General Bullou's vtirR blockcd ~lcxrly every- 
thing tha t  would help or encourage the 
black men-the Chief of Staff repentedly re- 
fused prmissionu to the photographers, 
with tho result tha t  the Division has ul- 
most no photographic record of its work. 

But i t  did work and fight. 
The single colored artillery brigade, 16'7th 

Field Artillery, had a General from Mas- 
sachusetts, Sl~crburne, who believed in them. 
He said in Ccncral Order 11 that  he de- 
sired "to recvrd ILU uppreciatim~ of L1w I~iglr 
qualities diayluycd by oflicers und when dur- 
iw t l ~  recent uperatimu i n  this sector. 
!l'l~e~ hwue 6ce.t~ zec~lous soldiers and slcil- 
j?d urlilkrynen. T t d r  recompense lies 
in their lcnowkdge of wwk well done und 
in tlie ccnmncndation of those well qualijiecl 
to speak. Ily dug and night, often u d c r  
a Imil o j  ehrapzcl, ojten ttlrougk cloudx 
of deadly gas, tibey tmve marched upid 
jo.ugkt, dragged their guns emrtetims, by 
kund into the line, kept open their lines of 
c m m u ~ ~ b a t w n  and bvought u p  their slip- 
ylics alwaycr with a cheerfulness that earned 
them the admiration of all." 

The Division was repeatedly under firc. 
I t  went forward in the last m e a t  drive WOUNDED AxERICAN mORO 
and was preparing to take par t  in  the KW PARIS 

.. . assault on Metz when the armistice cnmc. ing in the rear, s:lid i t  was the cowardice 
In one instance alone has the white sol- of Negro ollicers. 

dier been able even to disparage the actual So the word to acknowledge the Negro 
work of colored troops. In tha t  ease a bat- stevedore and the fighting black private has 
talion of the  368th Regiment was put  in  as gone forth, but the American army i s  go- 
support and, quite contrary to plan, was sud- ing to return to America determinecl to dis- 
denly rushed forward ds storm troops with- parage the black ofiicer and eliminate him 
out equipment. Caught between the two from the army despite his record. And the 
barrages they fell back, contrary to orders, hlnck officer and private? They return a t  
but another battalion i f  colored men re- once bitter and exalted! They will not 
lieved them and went forward. Where was submit to American eastc and they will ever 
the fault? The white officer, found skulk- love Frilncc! 

THE BRAVE SON 
A L ~ N  W. BURY.EIGH 

JIITTTAE boy, lost in his childish play, A soldier crnwletl o'er the t1c:i th-strh 
Mid the deep'ning shades of the fad- plain, 

ing day, And he uttered the name of his love, in 

cied the warrior he would bc; vain, 
As Ile stumbled over thc o c s t ;  

scattcrecl his foes with his wooden He fought with the fcrrcncss of dark de- 
sword spair 

d put to flight a mighty horde- And drove the cowering foe to his lair- 
e he crept to his daddy's knee. Ere he crept to his Father's breast. 


