
-WORLD WAR AND THE COLOR ciency and h& been for twenty years 
LINE the bulls of Europe with a chip on her 

ANY colored persons, and shoulder and d&ce in her mouth. 

persons interested in The colonies which England and 

them, may easily make France own and Germany covets are 

the mistake of supposing largely in tropical and semi-tropical 

that the present war is lands and inhabited by black, brown and 

far removed from the yellow peoples. I n  such colonies there 

color problem of America and that in is a chance to codscate land, work the 

the face of this great catastrophe we natives at low wages, make large profits 

may forget for a moment such local and open wide markets for cheap Euro- 

problems and give all attention and con- pean manufactures. Asia, Africa, the 

tributions to the seemingly more press- South Sea Islands, the West Indies, 
Mexico and Central America and much 
of South America have long been desig- 

This attitude is a mistake. The Pres- nated by the white world as fit field for 
war in .Europe is One of the great this kind of commercial exploitation, for 

disasters due to race and color prejudice the benefit of Europe and with little re- 
and it but foreshadows greater disasters gard for the welfare of the natives. one 

has only to remember the forced labor 
I t  is not merely national jealousy, or in South Africa, the outrages in Congo, 

the so-called "race" rivalry of Slav, Teu- the cocoa-slavery in Portuguese Africa, 
ton and Latin, that is the larger cause the land monopoly and peonage of Mex- 

many,  England and realize what white imperialism is doing 
and Belgium, Italy, to-day in well-known cases, not to men- 

"Monroe Doctrine" stood in her way. come all but universal i n  the greatest 
started for Africa and by bulldoz- centers of modern culture. Here it was 
methods secured one good colony, that American color prejudice and race 
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d and France in particu- force wl~ul?$& to sudordinate dwker 
these nations are inno- peoples. I t  would mean triump-t 
was in the past blood- qditarhq, aqtocratic and centralized 

-lands in her wicked and gavet:qqeat a@ .@ studied theory of con- 
of darker races. tempt &gr evep ' i ng  except Germany- 

ponsible for "Gernqq , aboxe everything in the 
amation of world?' ,,T,Q aqd humiliation of 

traffic. Qeqwy .  hL&e+ ejghtqenth century has 
n g k d  is that she brought thig ~~~~ rebound of 

to learn from her mis- self-exaltation and disdain for mankind. 
nonwhite nation is fairer The triumph of th@idea would mean a 

peoples than crucilhim of h r h q m ~ b ~ u n p a r a l -  
England is yet fair. leled in hist~ry. 
, and she still nour- Th writer speaks d g much disdain for colored races, man ias; personally he has- 

s contemptible and humiliating to love the German people. 
/p&liti~al and social barriers and steals him believe in the essential h 
'_their land and labor ; but as compare$ white folk twenty yeixs ago when h~ was 
'6th Germany England is an angel of near to denying it. But even then the 
'light. The record of Germany as a co17 spell of militarism was in the air, and 
onizer toward weaker and darker people the 'Prussian strut had caught the na- 
is the most barbarous of any civilized tion's imagination. They were starting 
people and grows worse instead of bet- on the same road with the southern 
ter. France is less ac i en t  than Eng- American whites toward a contempt to- 
land as an administrator of colonies and ward human beings and a faith h their 
has conseqnently been guilty of much own utter superiority to all other breeds. 
neglect aad injustice; but she is never- This febling had not then applied itself 
theless the rao& kindly .of all European particularly to colored folk and has only 
nations in her perstmal relations with begun to to-day ; but it is going by leaps 
colored f&. She draws no dead -line and bounds. Germany needs but the 
of calar and colored Frenchmen always r6le of world conquest to make her one 
lwe Fmce .  of the most contemptible of' "Nigger" 
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dominant hulture dispises, how much 
wilder and wider will be the conflict 
when black and brown and yellow peo- 
ple stand u p  together shoulder to shoul- 
der and demand recognition as men ! 

Let us give then our sympathies to 
those nations whose triumph will most 
tend to postpone if not to make unneces- 
sary a world war of races. 

a 
A CORRESPONDENCE 

HE General Federation of 
(white) Women's Clubs 
sent a representative to 
the meeting of the Na- 
tional Association of 
Colored Women at  Wil- 

berforce, and the magazine of the Gen- 
eral Federation published an excellent 
article concerning that meeting. On the 
strength of this the magazine has evi- 
dently obtained the mailing list of the 
colored organizations and is sending this 
letter broadcast : 

GENERAL FEDERATION MAQAZINE 
Only official organ of the General Fed- 

eration of Women's Clubs 
New York, N. Y., Sept. 22,1914. 

My dear Madam: 
Your name has been sent to me by 

Miss Zona Gale, formerly Chairman of 
Civics of the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, who recently spoke be- 
fore your Colored Women's Convention, 
as being one of the prominent colored 
women in this country who would with- 
out doubt be interested in the General 
Pederatwn Magazine, which is the 
official organ of the General Federation 
of Women's Clubs. 

I am using this month an account of 
your Convention by Miss Zona Gale and 
I know you will be interested to see that 
in this important Magazine. May I not 
hope for your support in the way of at  
least one subscription to the Magazine ? 
I would like to add this also: If one 
woman could be appointed in each club 
or organization to take subscriptions, she 
might find it profitable for herself or her 

organization to mwe a Dusmess of this 
matter. The price of the 3Iagazine is 
$1.00 a year and we allow a discount of 
25% on each subscription. Can me not 
join our forces in some way? We should 
be glad to give you publicity in the 
Magazine whenever you desire. 

We are sending you a sample copy oi 
our Biennial number. 

Very cordially yours, 
(Signed) HARELET BISHOP WATERS, 

General Federatiolt Yagazi?te 
This letter has received the following 

reply from THE CBISIS office: 
Dear Madam: 

I haye your circular concerning a sub- 
scription to the Ge~lerul  Pederatiol~ 
Xagazi)te. 

Do you think i t  is fair to ask a col- 
ored person to subscribe to the official 
organ of an organization which discrim- 
inates against them so outrageously as 
yours does? 

Very sincerely yours, etc. 
We trust that similar letters will go 

from every colored woman approached. 
This is not a matter of hatred or com- 
plaint. It is a matter of self-respect, 
The General Federation of Women's 
Clubs has insulted every black woman in 
America. They have deliberately and 
openly put a brand on her. Clubs colu- 
posed of every race and nation in Amer- 
ica are welcome to this federation except 
those of black women. Against this con- 
temptible action taken by northern white 
women to placate the petty spite of 
southern white women colored women 
cannot and do not wish to take any ac- 
tion. They are qiuetly and effectively 
doing their own club work. But they 
refuse to forget the insult or condone it. 

Above all they resent on the part of 
these narrow-mindecl white women the 
assumption that the exclusion of colored 
women's clubs from the General Federa- 
tion has "helped" the colored organiza- 
tion. The stealing of my purse may 
make me careful and saving but I owe 
little gratitude to the thief, and a t  all 
events for the thief to demand gratitude 
is adding insult to injury. 


