NDL Web-OPAC Search sdomier@library.umass.edu

Tips on Searching the National Diet Library’s Web-OPAC
http://webopac2.ndl.go.jp/

In the spring of 2000, the National Diet Library formally unveiled
its online catalog to the world. Currently the database includes more
than two million Japanese language books received since 1948, and more
than 200,000 Western language books received since 1986.

The NDL catalog offers a variety of search strategies. The easiest
and quickest search can be done on the main page of the OPAC. This is
the “simple search” screen and there are only two choices: title or
author.
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You can search using either katakana or kanji. If the kanji are
connected together as in the example below, the exact phrase will be
searched. If there is a space between the words, records in which all
three terms appear will be displayed.

All examples used in this document are based on a search for literature
related to Japanese children’s literature during the Taisho period.
I begin with a simple but specific title that I believe exists.
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This title search generated three records. They are shown below in a
brief display.

1 AREREXF HUFT - BEL-1394. 3
2 AERETFOER. 2 SEiEmEE-ES551333. 4
I AERERFOER EiEEE 555571996, 2

Clicking on one of them will cause the full record to be displayed.

AKEREXFOIME 2 HEEEIF

ik :-ET

HErE :E555

YPERFH: 1999. 4

HWEHERE: 2538 22cm 4800

5 : BEIE—Fd S QA —mEEe — RS,
| SEN: 4273030632

NDLC: KG4a1 1

NDC = 910262

SHEksES:-KGA1 1 -G8

I am now ready to look for related information. I can do this by either
selecting one of the subject headings or the classification number to
see similar titles.I see that there is a subject heading --

-- that is a perfect match for my research. Simply by clicking

on this subject heading I will get a list of all relevant titles held
by the National Diet Library.

Instead of taking the smart route, I am going to select the broader
subject heading -- . Searching by subject headings rather
than keywords means that all books, whether written in Japanese and

other languages, are retrieved. The records are displayed 20 at a time
in title order.
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BEER - 1674 #3658 F REINY Fh
FEE 145 ¥EE 224

Fordtt | 2014 S ERESdEE + | ic—HBFT

<HEE: 145 >

1. IIRBD B 2osE - LFEE, (PEEEE, -
2. TR B JEEh &SRRt & bad S TEEEE LRSS
3. FRLBD EinR=FE T Bos | MEEE. 1 9
4. TR B ol ZEE=BF-"BIERE-"13975

5 THAUACEEME - 20F3 ] GRS T

Many of these records are relevant to my search (Japanese children’s
literature of the Taisho period) but many are not. I can now do another
search to weed out the irrelevant records.

In the upper right hand corner are three buttons: help guide, additional
terms/re-search, return to original search screen.

Cawnay/ded) ( EEEcEY

(aviad/miE )
Clicking on this button: will generate the full
screen screen and your original search term will have been copied in.
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Adding the term to the title field brings down the number of records

to down from 145 to 51. I may not have picked up all the titles I need
to review, because there is not guarantee that the authors used

in the title. So, this time I follow the initial bibliographic record’s
example by inputting two search terms in the subject search field.

# % [RErs B Orxs

The result of this search is 46: 45 books in Japanese and 1 book in
a Western language. I was curious about the Western language book, so
I clicked on the result list instead of scrolling through the individual
records.

BEESR - 40 BFES T BRETT R HFEEF
FiEE 45 GFEE 1
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AKaltoninden Janren 12167139313 d

Kinderzeitschrift

HHt :  ‘woldering, Britta.

e :  Frankfurt am Main ; Mew York
L1k = P.Lang

AT = 19935

2 142 = A

BHEIERE = x, 290 p i1l 21 cm.

Y — A Europaische Hochschulschriften. Reihe
D721-3581 ; Bd. 67 = Publications uni
asiatiques et africaines ; wol. 67 = Eur
&frican studies ; vol. 67

= :  Summary in English and Japanese. ;; Oi
(doctorali--Heidelberg University, 19

#4 : WBEIE  HEFEIIF—REE—EE

ISBEN = 3631331223

ISSN = 0721-3381;

NDLC = KGd11

sakKES = KG411-AZ

Now I have come back full circle to my first search. What I have found
out is that there is no subject heading for Japanese children’s
literature . Instead I need to use two groups of subject
terms to get the example result I need. see an example of exactly the
subject search that I need. I will need to go back to the full search
screen and input all the terms.
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<HHE: 7 F>

1. PR Bl 25k =FE TR Bog [ WEEE
2 FE0Bl o, ZEEZB - BILEE 1975

3 EEEHFREBIE T CRE - JEREET (% 0F
A {#EERIRE I E B HR R BimiL 198 4
5. AMIERFIE CRFUFNHEE- 1994, 9

6. AERFEWFOHMR 2 EEEECESRS 19
7OAERENFOMR REEECES RS 199E

<HEHEB: 1 &=

1. Akai tori in den Jahren 19158~ woldering, Brit

Searching Authors and Corporate Bodies

You can input the last name only. This works well for someone like
Setouchi Jakuchdé who also writes and Setouchi Harumi. You can also input
the first name only. This will work for someone with an unusual
personal /pen name such as Banana Yoshimoto.

You can use katakana. This way you don’t need to worry about whether

a person’s name is listed in old or new characters. will
pick up both and . Also, it works when you can’t remember

the correct kanji for an author.

Searching for corporate bodies is very handy. For example, I decided
to look for corporate bodies that included the terms and . The

list that was generated included a number or regional groups that I
might not have thought about otherwise.
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EHREEREN e FREARECEHTE - S FHEREILF
TRl BT HFEREI S MEEE 1968

FLr el HEREN e S NEEE 196 3

e A MY RO S e R EEC IRE - PR
ETo2EGE Lk <BOHOFE - RALIREICFRTS kL1 ¢
FAOREIE OB T RE RS e T FILE
FA@IREIE 0B EoArs R, TRERET R (] -
EFircHLEOHof  MERELSHTS Et 1996,

Lo~ L

Displaying results

The default display is 20 records per screen displayed in title order.
You can change this easily by clicking on the display buttons and then
“redisplay”

Tk (208 2] vo%T [SEE $) e —EET

Potentially the most useful is to change the order from title to date
of publication, so you will see the most recent titles first. Remember
that if you change the order to author, it will be in kana order.

Don’'t try to email the page to yourself. You will get a pretty error
message from NDL instead. If you do want the brief results page, you
can either print it out or copy the data and paste it into a document
or an email message.

This document was created as an EASyGuide for EASyHelp (East Asian
Scholars Help Desk) by Sharon Domier. Please send your questions and
suggestions to: sdomier@library.umass.edu
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