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Tips on Searching the National Diet Library’s Web-OPAC

http://webopac2.ndl.go.jp/

In the spring of 2000, the National Diet Library formally unveiled

its online catalog to the world. Currently the database includes more

than two million Japanese language books received since 1948, and more

than 200,000 Western language books received since 1986.

The NDL catalog offers a variety of search strategies. The easiest

and quickest search can be done on the main page of the OPAC. This is

the “simple search”  screen and there are only two choices: title or

author.

You can search using either katakana or kanji. If the kanji are

connected together as in the example below, the exact phrase will be

searched. If there is a space between the words, records in which all

three terms appear will be displayed.

All examples used in this document are based on a search for literature

related to Japanese children’s literature during the Taisho period.

I begin with a simple but specific title that I believe exists.
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This title search generated three records. They are shown below in a

brief display.

Clicking on one of them will cause the full record to be displayed.

I am now ready to look for related information. I can do this by either

selecting one of the subject headings or the classification number to

see similar titles.I see that there is a subject heading 日本文--歴史

--大正時代 that is a perfect match for my research. Simply by clicking

on this subject heading I will get a list of all relevant titles held

by the National Diet Library.

Instead of taking the smart route, I am  going to select the broader

subject heading 児童文学--歴史. Searching by subject headings rather

than keywords means that all books, whether written in Japanese and

other languages, are retrieved. The records are displayed 20 at a time

in title order.
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Many of these records are relevant to my search (Japanese children’s

literature of the Taisho period) but many are not. I can now do another

search to weed out the irrelevant records.

In the upper right hand corner are three buttons: help guide, additional

terms/re-search, return to original search screen.

Clicking on this button:  will generate the full

screen screen and your original search term will have been copied in.
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Adding the term 日本 to the title field brings down the number of records

to down from 145 to 51. I may not have picked up all the titles I need

to review, because there is not guarantee that the authors used 日本

in the title. So, this time I follow the initial bibliographic record’s

example by inputting two search terms in the subject search field.

The result of this search is 46: 45 books in Japanese and 1 book in

a Western language. I was curious about the Western language book, so

I clicked on the result list instead of scrolling through the individual

records.
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Now I have come back full circle to my first search. What I have found

out is that there is no subject heading for Japanese children’s

literature 日本児童文学. Instead I need to use two groups of subject

terms to get the example result I need. see an example of exactly the

subject search that I need. I will need to go back to the full search

screen and input all the terms.
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Searching Authors and Corporate Bodies

You can input the last name only.  This works well for someone like

Setouchi Jakuchô who also writes and Setouchi Harumi. You can also input

the first name only. This will work for someone with an unusual

personal/pen name such as Banana Yoshimoto.

You can use katakana. This way you don’t need to worry about whether

a person’s name is listed in old or new characters.ミヤザワ　ケンジ will

pick up both 宮沢賢治 and 宮澤賢治. Also, it works when you can’t remember

the correct kanji for an author.

Searching for corporate bodies is very handy. For example, I decided

to look for corporate bodies that included the terms 児童 and 文学.  The

list that was generated included a number or regional groups that I

might not have thought about otherwise.
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Displaying results

The default display is 20 records per screen displayed in title order.

You can change this easily by clicking on the display buttons and then

“redisplay”

Potentially the most useful is to change the order from title to date

of publication, so you will see the most recent titles first. Remember

that if you change the order to author, it will be in kana order.  

Don’t try to email the page to yourself. You will get a pretty error

message from NDL instead. If you do want the brief results page, you

can either print it out or copy the data and paste it into a document

or an email message.

This document was created as an EASyGuide for EASyHelp (East Asian

Scholars Help Desk) by Sharon Domier. Please send your questions and

suggestions to: sdomier@library.umass.edu


